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The Supreme Test 


By Oswald J. Smith D. D. Litt. D. 
Peoples Church, Toronto 


“Lovest thou Me?” ; 

The question was startling. The 
little group, sitting round the fire 
on the shore of the Galilean sea, 
glanced quickly up at the speaker’s 
face. With expectdtion gleaming in 
His eyes, He sat quietly gazing at 
but one, and waiting for the ans- 
swer. 

The early dawn was gently steal- 
ing over the hills far away in the 


’ | invitation: 


: Dr. Oswald J. Smith 


distance, ushering in a new day 
and chasing away the darkness of 
the night. Save for the rumbling of 
the waves along the shore, and the 
occasional cry of some lonely sea- 


'strange, mysterious, stood upon the 


bird, no sound broke the quiet still- 


ness of the early morn. 

All through the long dreary night 
they had toiled with their nets and 
had taken nothing. Then as the 
dawn began to break, a figure 


shore. Discouragement and weari- 
ness gave way to fear. ‘With strain- 
ing eyes they sought to pierce the 
the rising mist, but all in vain, till, 
suddenly, the youngest of them 
recognized the silent. ghost-like 
form and cried: 

“It is the Lord” : =... 

Like a flash, Peter—poor, remor- 
seful Peter, his great heart yearn- 
ing with an almost superhuman 
devotion—leaps into the water, and 
with strong powerful strokes, soon 
reaches the shore. The others follow. 
The net is drawn in. A fire of coals 
is burning, the fish are cooking. 
Not a word is spoken until the 
Master, Himself, gives the~ simple 


“Come and-~ dine.” 

Quietly the food is eaten. All is 
still. Awe and reverence makes 
spéech impossible. Finally, Jesus 
again breaks the silence with the 
words of our text: 

“Lovest thou Me?” 


It is Peter to whom He is speak- 
ing, great, blundering Peter; the 
disciple who so recently denied Him 
who “went out and wept bitterly.” 
He would test him. Peter must 
make a triple confession of his de- 
votion for his threefold denial, He 
would try him by the highest pos- 
sible standard, the “Supreme Test.” 

“Simon, son of Jonas, esteemest 
thou Me?” : 

(Continued on page 2) 


Has God Cast This ___.. 
Christian Away? 


By the Editor 


Many letters come to my desk 
from people who feel that God has 
forsaken them, who feel that they 
cannot be forgiven.. They do not 


feel the joy they once felt, no mat- 


ter how they pray. And so, judging 
by their own lack of joy and assur- 
annce, they come to the conclusion 
that they are lost sinners, that God 
will not hear them, and frequently 
they feel that they may have com- 
mitted the unpardonable sin. 
Here is my answer to such a 
letter. I pray that it may be help- 
ful to others. 
Dear Miss J— 
- I have your letter this morning 
in which you say, “I have prayed 
and prayed to God but he does not 
answer me. It seems that he has 
cast me away and taken his. Holy 
Spirit from me, and turned be back 


to evil, I have committed some very 


serious sins, some of them with- 


heart, E lenow I cen hielp:you. Con- 
sider the following facts: 


_1. God never.casts away His own, 
those who have been truly convert- 
ed: John 6:37 says, “All that the 
Father giveth to me shall come to 
me; and him that cometh unto me 
I will in no wise cast out.” If you 
came to Christ, it was because the 
Father had given you to Christ. 
And then we have the plain pro- 
mise that He would in no wise cast 
you out. We have a perfect right 
to believe that, and it is eternally 
true. Christ does not cast out these 
that come to Him. 


The same promise is given in 
John 5:24, “Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, “He that heareth my 
word, and believeth on him that 
sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation; 
but is passed from death unto life.” 
If you have put your trust in the 
God who sent His Son to die for 
sinners, then you have everlasting 
life and shall never come into con- 
demnation. Rather you are sage 4 
passed from death unto life, this 


Dr. W. Riley Founds 
Four Year Christian 
College 


THE NORTHWESTERN 
SCHOOLS, Dr. W. B. Riley, Foun- 
der, including the Bible Training 
School, the Theological Seminary 
and now the Liberal Arts four-year 
College, are taking on greater pro- 
portions than ever. Their history 
has been a romance in religion. Dr. 
Riley founded the Bible and Mis- 
sionary Training School October 2, 
1902, with seven students, and the 
Theological Seminary he founded 
October 2, 1936. In 1942; or forty 
years after the founding of the first, 
the total enrollment in his schools 
was 1233, 596 of them in the theo- 
logical department; the rest in night 
schools and extension classes taught 
by Northwestern professors. The 
College he is just now founding, 
having opened the same September 
20. The freshman class this year in 
the three schools is the largest in 
its history, exceeding 200 regis- 
trants. A number of these are en- 
tering the College proper, and oth- 
ers of them are arranging a split 
course with certain College studies 
and certain courses in the Bible 
Training School or ° Theological 
Seminary. ~~ 

Northwestern fias had five new 
names: added to its professorship 
and will open with a faculty of 
nearly thirty this year. It draws its 
students from many states, but of 
course its largest enrollment comes 
from the northwestern states in 
particular, from Wisconsin to 
Washington. However, such states 
as Iowa, Nebraska, Colorado, Wy- 
oming, and even Utah and Califor- 
nia make large contributions. 


At the present the four large 
downtown buildings owned by the 
School are proving inadequate, and 
Dr. Riley is moving toward the pur- 
chase of another large buildine for 
married students, and his Board 
stands ready to build immediately 
a central administration and class- 
room building at a cost of $250,- 
000.00 when Washington shall give 
the word permitting its erection: 


= 


J. Stratton Shufelt 
Available For “Song 


And Story” Dates 
By the editor 


From November 28 till Christ- 
mas I am to be with Ret. Theodore 
H. Epp at Lincoln, Nebraska, on 
the Back To the Bible chain radio 
program. Then another engagement 
and work at je ties me up till 
January 14th, en Mr. Shufelt 
and I begin our campaigns again 
together, with services at Evans- 
ville Rescue Mission. So I have 
asked my partner, Rev. J. Stratton 
Shufelt to accent some one night 
engagements where he will give a 
mixed prograni of sacred concert, 
telling the story’ of his life, “and 


Of The 
Mr. Shufelt sing a number 
of his great ; perhaps will 


promise says 
(Continued « on page 2) 


REVIVALS 


By D. L. Moody 


Address delivered August 2, 1899 at the Northfield Bible Conference, 
reprinted from Northfield Echoes, Volume VI. 


There is nothing I am more ton- 
cerned about just now than that 
God should .revive His church: in 
America. I believe it is the only 
hope for our republic, for I don’t 
believe that a republican form of 
government can last without right- 
eousness. It seems to me that every 
patriot, every man who loves his 
country, ought to be anxious that 
the church of God should be quick- 
ened and revived. 

I think you will find that reviv- 
als or awakenings are perfectly 
scriptural. In all ages God has been 
quickening His people. I don’t know 
that they had any before the flood; 


have been a flood. But they didn’t 
believe in it, and the flood was the 
result of their wickedness. But af- 
ter the flood, in the days of Moses, 
there was a mighty awakening- 
when he was sent down into Egypt 
to bring the children of Israel out 
of the hotise of bondage; and from 
Moses right on down, whenever 
Israel went back into idolatry, God 
raised up prophets and men of God 
to bring the nation back to Him. 
I used to think that I would like 
to have lived in the days of one of 
those prophets; but I have got over 
that, because the prophets appear- 
ed on the scene only when every- 
thing was dark as midnight, and 
Israel had fallen away from the 
worship of Jehovah to serve the 
gods of the nations around them. 
Then God used the prophets to cail 
His people back. 

It was dark when Samuel ap- 
peared. Eli’s family had gone as- 
tray, the ark of God had fallen into 
the hands of the enemy, and every- 
thing was dark. But read those 
verses in I Samuel 7:3, 4:— 

“And Samuel spake unto all. the 
house of Israel, saying, If ye do 
return unto the Lord with all your 
hearts,.then put away the strange 
gods and Ashtaroth from among 
you, and prepare your hearts unto 
the Lord, and-serve him only; and 
he will deliver you out of the hand 
of the Philistines. Then the chil- 
dren of Israel did put away Baalim 
and Ashtaroth,-and served the Lord 
only.” 

Then in the eleventh verse we 
‘see the result in that Israel smote 
their enemies. It has always been 
so in the history of man. Whenever 
man has repented and put away 
his idols and served God only, then 
God has. come with mighty power 
and driven out the enemy. 

In the days of Elijah midnight 
darkness had settled upon the land, 
and God used him. to bring about 
a mighty revival. God raised up 


and some heard his voice and took 
warning; but others persisted in 
|living in their sins, saying, “We 
will not walk in the old ways.” The 
result was that they went into cap- 
tivity. 


Enemies Of God’s Work 


Every true work of God has al- 
ways had its bitter enemies ,not 


Jeremiah to draw the people back, | 


only outside, but inside, as they! 


a 


: § 
a 
# 

‘ 


if they had, perhaps there wouldn’t |. |i : 


D. L. MOODY, 


who won a million souls to Christ 
in England and America. 


— 


best work usually meets the strong- 
est opposition: A man may go into 
a town and preach for ten years 
with all the eloquence of Demos- 
thenes and draw great crowds and 
if ther® are no conversions, the pa- 
pers will applaud him, and there 
will be a great many fine things 
said about him. But let there be a 
few hundred conversions, and the 
opposition will grow as<hot as hell 
can make it. It always has been 
(Continued on page 3) 


Brief Notes 


The address by D. L.. Moody on 
revivals is as timely as when ut- 
tered 46 years ago. If a few figures 
about the annual number of divor- 
ces and murders, etc. were changed, 
it would fit today exactly. Back- 
slidden pastors were against evange- 
lists and revivals then, as now gave 
the same excuses. The need for revi- 
val is even greater today than then, 
because there are more people going 
to Hell. 


S's 2s 
‘We must set a date for the close 
of the subscription campaign. Look 
for that date next week. “What 
thou doest, do quickly.” 
* 6-2 % 


The union revival campaign in . _ 


Fargo, N. D., will probably close 

Qct. 22, and that with Highland 

Park Baptist Church, Detroit, opens 

October 29. Mr. Shufelt and the 

editor covet your prayers. : 
SS. 6 st 


Unusual burdens are on the 
Sword Of The Lord office in Whea- 
ton, and we covet your prayers. We 
are awaiting new addressing ma- 
chinery, _ stencils must be 
changed to new frames for the new 


_|machines, many new subscrpitions | 
have had to be addressed by hand =| 
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PAGE TWO 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, October 20, 1944 


Has God Cast This 
Christian. Away 


(Continued from page 1) 


This is the blessed teaching also 
of Romans 8:33-39 which says, 
“Who shall lay anything to the 
charge of God’s elect? It is God 
that justifieth. Who is he that con- 
demeth? It is Christ that died, yea 
rather, that is risen again, who is 
even at the right hand of God, who 
also maketh intercession for us. 
Who shall separate us from the 
love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
As it is written, For thy sake we are 
killed all the day long; we are ac- 


‘counted as sheep for the slaughter. 


Nay, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through him 
that loved us, For I’am pérsuaded 
that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor pow- 
ers, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor height, nor dept, nor 
any other creature, shall be able 
to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
You see that nothing can separate 
you from the Love of Christ, once 
you have truly given Him your 
heart and trusted Him as your 


Saviour 


These Scriptures prove that God 
has not cast you away. If you feel 
that He has, then you are going 
by your feeling instead of by the 
Word of God. God does not cast 
away His own children. 


2. Next, when God’s children do 
wrong, He is always ready to for- 
give them. He plainly says so. 
1 John 1:8,9 says, “If we say that 
we have no sin, we deceive oursel- 


ves, and the truth is not in us. If 


we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness.” Those verses say that all of 
us sin, but they also say that we 
may come to Christ in confession, 
and that always we have forgive- 
ness and cleansing. “If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.” An 
honest confession of our sins to 
Christ always brings forgiveness 
and cleansing. 

Your mistake doubtless has been 
that you did not believe what the 
Bible said about this matter, or 


perhaps you did not know it was: 


true. But you are not to go by your 
feelings, No matter how you feel, 
God will do what He promises to 
do. 


Another promise like that is in 
Proverbs 28:13, “He that covereth 
his sins shall not prosper; but 
whoso confesseth and forsaketh 
them shall have mercy.” If you are 
willing to confess and forsake your 
sins, you shall have mercy, God 
promises. — 

I will not pray for God to be 
merciful. I will not ask Him to be 
willing to forgive you; He is al- 
ready willing. I will ask Him rather 
to help you to believe what He said 
and take Him up on His plain pro- 
mises. 

3. You fear the Holy Spirit has 
gone from you, but you are mis- 
taken. Actually He has been griev- 
ed and. so does not manifest His 
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‘response is the same. 
‘Master accepts Peter’s own word, 


presence as He once did. Actually 
the Holy Spirit is with you all the 
time. In fact He lives in your body 
and never leaves. 1 Corinthians 
6:19,20, says, “What? know ye not 
that your body is the temple of the 
Holy Ghost, which is in you, which) 
ye have of God, and ye are not 
your own? For ye are bought with 
a price: therefore glorify God in 


your body and in your spirit, which 


are God’s.” The Holy Spirit lives 
within your body all the time and 
never leaves you. But when you sin 
against God you grieve the Spirit 
and perhaps you do not feel His 
presence and do not hear His voice. 

What you simply. need to do is 
first, confess your sin to God hon- 
estly. And second, believe what 
He said and accept the pardon and 
cleansing which He plainly pro- 
mised. The trouble is not on God’s 
part, but on yours. When you are 
willing to believe what God has) 
said and risk Him for forgiveness, | 
feeling or no feeling, then you may | 
be sure that He does what He pro- 
mised to do. 


4. You wonder whether you may ' 


sin. No, you have not. First, the 
unpardonable sin is the sin of a 
lost person, one who has never ac- 
cepted Christ, one who has never 
been saved. One whose sins are for- 
given cannot.commit the unforgive- 
able sin. Second, the fact that you 
are burdened and concerned and 
want God’s blessing is proof that 
you have not committed the unpar- 
donable sin. One who had commit- 
ted the unpardonable sin would 
have no conviction, no burden, and 
would not want God and salvation. 
The unpardonable sin is a sin in 
connection with the rejection of 
Christ, after great enlightenment, 
Anyone who is troubled about it 
and trying to be right with God 
has not committed the unpardon- 
able sin, 


I am glad you wrote me. I hope 
you will go alone and on your knees 
confess your sin to God and tell 
Him that you are sorry you did 
not believe Him before and that 
here and now you accept the par- 
don He promised and you know 
that-you are safe in His love and 


care because He says so. Then set 


| out to please Him day by day, 


‘reading your Bible, having a daily 
time of secret prayer, and when- 
ever you sin confess it to God and 
accept His free forgiveness at once. 
| In the Saviour’s name, yours, 
John R. Rice 


The Supreme Test 


(Continued from page 1) 


He is pleading for that higher 
love, the love of the intellect or 
will, rather than the human emo- 
tion. But Peter is no longer sure 
of himself. He failed once; he may 
fail again. And so, unwilling to 
make the higher profession implied 
in his Master’s question, he uses 
the word expressing mere emotional 
love or personal attachment: 

“Yea, Lord, Thou knowest that I 
love Thee.” 

Again, the question is asked. The 
Then the 


seeing that Peter will not rise to 
His, and for the third time asks: 

“Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou 
Me?” 

And Peter, great noble Peter, his 
heart almost bursting with grief to 
think that his Lord should doubt 
him, replied with throbbing pulse 
and quivering voice: 

“Lord, Thou knowest all things, 
Thou knowest that I love Thee!” 


‘Dost thou: love Me?” With emo- 
tion 

Comes the answer of devotion: 

“Lord, Thou knowest that I love 
Thee.” 

“Feed My sheep,” He answers, soft- 
ly. 


“Peter, Peter, dost thou love Me 

More than these and all around 
thee?” 

“Lord, Thou knowest all together, 

And that I am Thine forever.” 


Silence reigning, moments fleeting, 
Then the heart of love entreating: 
“Peter, dost thou love Me?” “Mas- 


ter!” 
And the breath comes thicker, fas- 
ter. 


“Master! Master!” sobbing, sob- 
bing— 

“Oh; Thou knowest!" throbbing, 
throbbing 

eye — Enal heart with emo- 


Bound ¢ . Christ by love’s devotion. 


| Anil: we have called this question 


~|the “Supreme Test.” But was it 


after all the highest test of de- 
votion and loyalty, the most bind- 
ing avowel that human lives could 
utter? Was there not a greater- Did 
Jesus make a mistake? The life of 
Peter does not seem to indicate any 
such mistakes, Jesus didn’t seem to 
think so. In fact, He was willing to 
base all on that one simple ques- 


have committed the unpardonable 


tion. He knew what He was doing, 
knew that He was asking the most 
vital question in all languages. And 
today, after the lapse of nearly 
ninteen centuries, we may still look 
upon this question as the supreme 
Test of our spiritual life. 

There are three things I’ would 
have you note ,in which “Lovest 
thou Me?” becomes the Supreme 
Test. And the first of these is that 
it is? 


The Supreme Test of 
Discipleship 


Day by day, all down the cen- 
turies, Jesus Christ has been bind- 
ing men and women to Himself. 
Not by force, not by fear, but by 
love. Satan was quite willing that 
He should have the kingdoms of 
the world providing He recognize 
His allegiance to him. But Jesus 
knew that it was not the Father’s 
will to force men to obey Him. Ah 
no! He would draw, not compel, 
win, not drive; men should choose 
Him of their own accord; they 
should be won by love. Such a 
union would be far closer, far 
stronger, and more lasting than 
forced obedience could ever be. 
Love had brought Him to earth; 
love had caused Him to die for a 
lost race, and love would draw 
men and women to Him. Could any 
oath of allegiance be stronger than 
the simple test He chose to put— 
“Lovest thou Me?” 

Not a word does He ask regard- 
ing any one of a Rundred questions 
that would naturally arise in the 
mind. Doctrine, dogma, creed, the- 
ology—not a word. Sin, repentance, 
service—not a syllable. One ques- 
tion only is asked. And mark you, 
it is His last chance. He is soon to 
leave. This is the best opportunity 
He would have for parting instruct- 
tions and warnings. Has he no other 
word; are there no further condi- 
tions of discipleship; is there no 
creed or church formula to accept? 
‘No, none. And why? Because 
“Lovest thou Me?” includes and 
embraces all. The others will fol- 
low in their own places. The prim- 
ary question will suffice for all else. 
“Lovest thou Me?” will lead on 
to all that is needful. 

Thousands, to-day, are active 
church-members, splendid workers, 
but they have no personal love for 
Jesus Christ. Form and ceremony 
can never suffice. To be true to the 
great fundamentals of the Faith 


heart to Jesus. Multitudes who are 
right in their heads are wrong in 
their hearts. Brethren, I would rath- 
er be right in heart and wrong in 
head than right in head and wrong 
iti heart. It is because of this that 
there is so much controversy and 
hard feeling to-day. The lamentable 
fact of fundamentalism is its hard- 
ness and bitterness of spirit. God 
gave us a sickle, but not to use on 
our brethren. It is even possiblé to 
be a martyr for the Faith and yet 
not love Jesus Christ. Paul must 
have forseen this when he wrote: 
“Though I give my body to be 
burned, and have not love, it prof- 
iteth me nothing.” 

You will recall the declaration 
of Jesus Himself regarding the 
first and greatest commandment 
which, with the second, embraces 
the entire law, “Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind.” 

Oh, my brethren, we may not un- 
derstand the great theological po- 
sitions of our faith, yea, we may 
be ignorant of our own church dog- 
mas, but if we sincerely love Jesus 
Christ we will have fulfilled all the 
law. It is the heart that must be 
right, and given a loving heart that 
yearns: to please and follow Him, 
all else is certain. 

But further: not only is it the 
Supreme Test of discipleship: it is 
also 


The Supreme Test of Conduct 

No longer do we find it necessary 
to ask the old auéstion regarding 
our attilude toward worldly things: 
‘Ts it wrong to do this?” “Is it a 
sin to do that?” We simply apply 
the “Supreme Test” to all our ac- 
tions. It becomes “the expulsive 
power of a new affection.” It is not 
a case of whether it is right or 
wrong to indulge in quyestionable 
amusements. A man becomes so 
filled with the Spirit of God, so per- 
meated with the love of Christ, and 
so anxious to serve and please the 
One who has won his heart’s affec- 
tions, that there is no room for sin, 
no room for the world, and he will 
have absolutelv no desire for the 
things in which the unsaved de- 
light. Think you’a man would in- 
jure one whom hé really loved? 
Nay, verily! Hence, the one great 
question, the “Supreme Test” of all, 
is love, 

Oh, my brother, tell me, do you 
love Him, do you love Him? If so, 
you will want to please Him. If so, 
you will want to follow Him, Him 
and Him atone. The world will no 
longer draw. Its charms will cease 
to exist so far as you are concern-- 
ed, and you will fo more crave its 
empty pleasures. Jesus, Jesus, Him- 
self, will be your all in all. You 
will feed upon Him, dwell with 
Him, abide in Him, love Him, and 
crown Him as king of your heart. 
All your questions will be easily 
settled if you really love Him. 
“Thou, O Christ, art all I want; 

More than all in Thee I find.” 

And in the last place, ‘“Lovest 
thou. Me?” is 


The Supreme Test of Service 
In other words, it is the incentive 
of “love” rather than that of 
“duty.” The follower of the Lord 
Jesus Christ serves his Master be- 
cause he loves Him, and not because 
of an obligation he may wish to 
discharge. 
What was it that drove David 
Brainerd to the savage Indians of 
the great, howling wilderness? What 
was it that made him leave his 
home at twenty-four years of age, 
and dwell alone in the heart of the 
wild, trackless forests of the inter- 
ior; that enabled him though dying 
with consumption, weak and feeble 
from lack of food, long tiring rides 
on horseback, dismal, comfortless 
nights in the open woods under a 
pouring rain, to still press on month 
after month in order to tell his be- 
loved Indians that God loved them, 
loved them to the extent that He 
gave His Son, His only Son, to die 


ed to show it. 

So with Judson, Livingston, Mor- 
rison, Taylor, Carey, and all the 
great, heroic missionaries of the 


so will it be with you, if you really 
love Him. You will prove it by 
glad, happy service. You will even 
lay down your life if need be, that 
is, if you love Him.-Do you? 

Oh, the breadth and length, the 
height and depth of His own great 
heart of infinite love and compas- 
sion! Love demands love. And no- 


‘thing will satisfy a heart that loves 
except love. And so, because He 


Himself loves so greatly, He can be 
satisfied with nothing less that the 
love of His followers. What are 
wealth, houses, lands, luxury, and 
all that money can bestow to one 
who yearns for love? Love and love 
only is the ground of acceptance 
with Christ. Hence, ‘“‘Lovest thou 
Me?” becomes the “Supreme Test” 
for every Christian. 

In one of the larger cities of 
France where Mrs. Booth Clibborn 
had been holding evangelistic meet- 
ings, she was one day visited by the 
wife of a very wealthy Frenchman. 
In: her hand she held a small bottle 
marked “poison.” In her heart was 
the calm determination to take her 
own life. She was only one of the 
hundreds of that sad and Godless 
country who go down to a suicide’s 
grave. Before committing the deed, 
however, she made up her mind to 
see the only one in all France whom 
she felt she could trust, and look 
upon her face as she passed away. 
Let her own words tell the storv: 

“It was just the other day that 
I complained to my husband. Sur- 
prised and irritated, he replied:. 

“ ‘Whv. whatever do you want? 
You have my pocket-book; you 
have my home; you eat at my ta- 
ble. All that wealth and position 
can give are yours, and yet you 
complain.’ 

“I want your heart,’ I replied, 
‘1 want you to love me.’ 

“ ‘Oh!’ he exclaimed, ‘you can’t 
have that. That belongs to another. 
You can’t have that. That belongs 
to another. You may have every- 
thing else, but my heart, my love 
—that is impossible.’ ” 

And we maw offer Jesus Christ 
everything else that we have, and 
still He will be unsatisfied. Love 
demands love. Nothing less can be 
sufficient. And now in the same 
tender, yleading tones, and the 
same yearning heart, He comes to 
you and to me, and once again we 
hear Him ask the question that 
constitutes the “Supreme Test,” and 
demands an answer, “Lovest thou 
Me?” : 

But you answer, “I do love Jesus.” 
You do! Then what? “Feed my 
sheep.” Prove it, Love is service. 
You had a splendid Prophetic Con- 
ference. You were fed. Now what? 
Is that all? Does it end there? Then 
your Conference has fallen short, 
far short. What about the “other 
sheep”? Have yo no outlet? Has a 
lost world no claim on your love? 
That is why I am so tired of the 
average Bible Conference. It gets 
nowhere, and the stream becomes a 
stagnant pool for want of an outlet. 
And that is why I enjoy the Confer- 
ences and Conventions of great 
Missionary Movements. They end 
up with a spiritual torrent that 
flows out to all the world and 
produces life everywhere. Lives 
and money are laid on the alter. 
The people are given a chance to 
prove their love by sacrificial giv- 
ing for the Regions Beyond. 


If Jesus Christ should appear in 
our midst just now and personally 
put this question, “Lovest thou 
me?” to each one of us individ- 
ually, what would we say? How 
would we answer Him? How 
searching it would be? Would we 
endeavour to avoid Him? Or are 
we in love with Jesus Christ? “We 
ee declared John. Do you? 


(From the book “The Man God 


for them? What, I ask? Duty? A- 


way with such a thought! No man 


Uses”, printed in England by 
Marshall Morgan and Scott, used 
by express permission of Dr. 
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and always will be. The nearer a 
man lives to Christ, and the more 
truth he has, the more bitter and 
vile will be the things that are 
said against him by the enemies of 
God. 

Did this world eves have such 
a preacher as John the Baptist, 
except the Master Himself. See 
how bitter the opposition was, not 
only among bad people, but among 
the so-called good men of that 
time. His ministry was very short; 
but it was like a breath of spring 
after a long winter’s. night. Then 
came Christ with His apostles, and 
they did a great work, and yet met 
opposition everywhere. 


Denominations Born In 
Revivals 


Now, I cannot for the life of me 
see how any man or women who 
knows the Bible can thaw his 
influence against a revival. I am 
amazed to find in the history of 
the church denomination -after 
denomination setting their faces 
against what I call the work of 
God. The Roman Catholic church 
claims to be apostolic. How can 
they be opposed to revivals, when 
the Christian church was born at 
Pentecost? That was the might- 
iest revival this world has ever 
seen, and yet the Catholic church 
does not like that word “revival.” 
If tue Episcopal church can trace 
their line back to Pentecost, they 
too are a child of a revival. I do 
not see how any Episcopalion can 
set his face against a revival. The 
older the church is the more it 
needs to be revived, because the 
tendecy is into formalism. Then 
where did the Lutheran church 
come from if it was not born of a 
revival in the days of Martin 
Luther? How any. Lutheran can 
set his face against revivals is a 
mystery to me. And God have 
mercy on a Methodist who 
doesn’t believe in revivals, be- 
cause that church sprang right 
straight out of a revival almost in 
our own day.. Where did Meth- 
odism: come from if' not from the 
revival under Charles and John 
Wesley and George Whitfield? 
Where did the Quakers ‘come 
from if not from a revival under 
Fox? Is not our Young Men’s 
Christian Association a result of 
the revival of ‘57? All our best 
institutions have sprung out of 
revivals; and yet many people are 
afraid of them, and bring up 
objection after objection against 
them. 


Some Objections To Revivals 


One popular objection is: So 
many converts do not hold out. 
That is quite true. If all the people 
who have professed conversion had 
been faithful, we would have had 
world brought «to Christ long 
before now. But you know, I 
find that some ministers, and eld- 
ers, and deacons, do not hold out. 
That. argument against revivals 


does not bear looking into. The 


professed converts did hold out in 
Christ’s day. In John 6, we read 
that “Many of His disciples went 
back, and walked no more with 
Him.” Suppose that the farmer 
should refuse to sow because all 
of his seed dose not take root and 
ripen. Suppose that we should cut 
down apple trees because all the 
blossoms do not mature. If they 
did, they would break the trees 
all to pices. It is-estimated that 
over ninety per cent of the men 
who go into business fail. Suppose 
that men would not enter business 
because so many business men 
fail. That is the argument that 


people bring against revivals: 
“They don’t all hold out.” A 
child is born, but I cannot 


rejoice, because so many children 
die. A man tumbles into the river 


there, and another man jumps in 


. 


and pulls him out. He wants me to 
rejoice, but I cannot, because I am 
afraid he may fall in again. That 
“is the strongest argument that 
ople bring against revivals. 


Another argument which seems 
to have great weight with many 
people is: There is so much excite- 
ment. My dear friends, I wish I 
could see as much excitement in 
the church of God, in the work of 
God, as I see in other things. If you 
want excitement, you go to some 
place of amusement. I know of a 
minister who preached a very elo- 
quent sermon against a _ revival 
meeting that Mr. Sankey and I 
were to hold in Great Britian. The 
whole argument of the sermon was 
against undue excitement, and on 
Friday night he had been floor 
manager at a dance, and was there 
until five o’clock on Saturday 
morning. Then I suppose he wrote 
this eloquent sermon against “un- 
due excitement in religious meet- 
ings!” Some saloons keep open all 
night, and men get so excited that 
they knock one another down, and 
kill one another, and yet we must 
not have revivals because there is 
“undue excitement.” There is more 
excitement in the billiard halls and 
gambling dens, and brothels and 
drinking saloons in one week, than 
there is in the whole church of God 
in one year. 


I am not so afraid of excitement 
as some people, but the moment 
there comes a breath of interest, 
some people cry, “‘Sensationalism, 
sensationalism!” But, I tell you 
what, I would rather have sensa- 
tion than: stagnation any time. 
There is nothing a seaman fears 
so much as fog; he does not fear a 
storm nearly as much. We have too 
much fog in the church; let us get 
out of it. Get any preacher befog- 
ged, and he will say, “I cannot 
draw the crowds, but then, thank 
God, I am no sensationalist.” Do 
you think there was ever a country 
in the wide world stirred as Pales, 
tine was under the preaching of 
John the Baptist, and of Jesus and 
His. apostles? Don’t be afraid of a 
little excitement and a little “sen- 
sationalism.” It seems to me that 
almost anything is preferable to 
deadness. There is no excitement or 
sensationalism in a graveyard now, 
but I think there will-bé a stir on 
the resurrection morning. Where 
there is life, there will always be 
a commotion. What we need is 
life! I don’t believe that our young 
men would go*éff*on bicycles every 
Sunday or spend the day reading 
newspapers if we had more life in 


the church. Scotch Glynn went to. 


labor with one of his members who 
was in the habit of going to sleep 
during the sermon every Sunday. 
“Don’t you think,” said he, “you 
had better stay home if you can’t 
keep awake?” But she said that she 
was brought up.to attend church 
and she would go. “Then don’t you 
think you’d better take a little 


‘more snuff to keep you awake?” 


She replied, “Don’t you think you’d 
better put a little more snuff in 
your sermons, mon?” 


An ab cen i In A 
Western, Town 
- People ought to get stirred up 
over eternal life and death. I stop- 
ped in a town of six thousand peo- 
ple out West last winter. A great 
many of the inhabitants were 
young men, some of them gradu- 
ates of our colleges, who had gone 
out into that new country to make 
their way in the world. They were 
enterprising fellows, but they had 
four churches and thirty-six sa- 
loons in that town. Some of the 
saloons and concert halls were o- 
pen day and night, summer and 
winter, but they closed up most of 
the churches in summer. The Epis- 
copal minister’s lungs had given 


out and so he had gone off, and 


— 
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Have you said, “I don’t see how 
they can do it’? 


Well, frankly, we don’t either, 
but then we remember the verse 
that.says, “All things are possible,” 
and’ He is . ‘exceeding abundantly 
able’-—and then we have not a 
doubt in the world that God can do 
it. 

We have gone just a little far- 
ther than we have in other cam- 
paigns in order to raise our circu- 
lation, and get 10,000 subscriptions 
during our Tenth Anniversary 
Campaign. We are doubling the size 
of The Sword of the Lord, and in 
addition, you get the newest cloth 
bound book by Dr. Rice, The Ruin 
of a Christian. This double size 
paper is worth $2 a year. THEY 
COST YOU ONLY $2. YOU 
know already what a value the 
Sword was at $1 a year. Even 
while it had only four pages, no 
other Christian magazine or pa- 
per in America published so many 
full length sermons by the greatest 
soul winners as did The Sword. 
Now we will not only have more 
full length sermons, but we will 
have regular columns on revival. 
incidents, Youth’s Corner, helps on 
soul winning, Bible teaching on 
great doctrines and on books of the 
Bible from the evangelistic stand- 
point. 


The Sword of the Lord has trans- 
formed thousands of lives. No 
doubt you yourself have received 
untold blessings from its pages. 
Thirty-two have already written us 
this year that fhey have been saved 
after reading sermons published in 
this paper. Your home, your loved 
ones need the revival influence of 
this, America’s foremost evangelis- 
tic weekly. Your pastor will great- 
ly appreciate this gift from you, 
and we believe it will be of great 
help in his ministry. And now -is 
your opportunity of seeing that 
your. subscription is paid for in ad- 
vance and acquainting your loved 
ones with this spiritual blessing 
while you can get two subscriptions 
and the large 178 page book, The 
Ruin of a Christian for only $2. 
Actually, if the material for one 
year were bound .in volumes, they 
would cost you about $23.00. What 


But It’s 


. Christian” 


$2.00 


By Viola Walden, Bus. Mgr. 


YOUR Party! 


Get 2 1-Year Sub- 
scriptions To En- 
larged Sword and 
Dr. Rice’s Newest 

Book of 178 Pages, 

‘The Ruin Of A 


for 


a bargain for $1—-52 great issues! 


they couldn’t have any preaching 
in the Episcopal church; the Bap- 
tist minister had died, so there was 
no preaching there; and the Metho- 
dist minister had ‘only one lung, 
and about all he could do was to 
whisper. There was one more mini- 
ster, and when I got there he was 
preaching against revivals, warning’ 
his people not to be carried away 
by the meetings I was to hold. I 
found that only two young men 
between the ages of fifteen and 
thirty belonged to those churches, 
and one of them only had one lung, 
and he was laid on his. back at the 
first meeting, so I only had one 
young man left. One young man 
between fifteen and thirty in the 
church, and that minister preaching 
against revivals! I tell you it is 
enought to make the angels weep. 


Was anything under heaven needed 


Partners .Wanted 


We have felt led to ask God for 
10,000 subscriptions now. On our 
bulletin board in the office where 
the prayer requests are written, we 
have headed the list with “10;000 
subscriptions.” Now we are asking 
you to be one:-of the one thousand 
“partners” who will send at least 
ten subscriptions under this offer, 
receiving as free gift, five copies 
of this lovely book. If you feel un- 
able to send all the subscriptions 
at once, agree to send two a week 
for five weeks. You will not only 
receive from us the gift books but 
each week your friends will re- 
member you with grateful hearts 
for the help you are being in their 
spiritual life. 

If you feel you can send twenty 
subscriptions, then you may take 
your choice of $10 worth of other 
books, which we feel are the best 
available. A list will be sent you to 
pick from. 

Write us if you plan to send ten 
subscriptions or more,and we will 
consider you as a “partner” in this 
Campaign. 


The Ruin of a Christian 


This book of 178 pages contains 
pungent, convicting, arousing ser- 
mons for Christians. Here are mes- 
sages that “bless and burn.” They 
“rebuke, reprove, exhort” as the 
Scripture commands. When preach- 
ed all over America and printed in 
The Sword, they have convicted 
and revived and blessed God’s 
saints. 


Introduction by Appelman 


Evangelist Hyman Appelman is 
considered as one of the greatest 
evangelists of the day, holding great 
revivals all over America. He wrote 
the introduction to this newest 
book, The Ruin of a Christian. It 
reads: | 


“John Rice’s book on Prayer is 
one of the mightiest appeals, expla- 
nations, challenges that has been 
written in a long while. This book 
(The Ruin of a Christian) is equal- 
ly as good. It is desperately need- 
ed. The message of it is mostly to 
Christians, but there is enough gos- 
pel in it, enough passionate procla- 


more than a revival to save those 
young men, who had gone from 
some of the best homes in this 
country, and were spending their 
time and their money in those sa- 
loons and dens of iniquity? God 
have mercy on that minister! 


A minister said to me in one 
place: “I hope this work will turn 
out better than the last we had 
here. I took one hundred into my 
church and can only find two of 
them now.” It was depressing. I 
said to another minister in the 
same city, “If I thought this work 
wasn't going to turn out any better 
than that I would rather go to 
sweeping the streets or breaking 
stone.” “Why,” said he, “I took in 
about one hundred at. that time, 
and I can put my hand on all but 
three. One moved out of the city 
and two fell away, but ninety-se- 


* | recommend 


mation of the plan of salvation to 
lead any sinner to Christ.The great 
value of the volume lies in the fact 
that there are so many backslidden, 
drifting, hesitant, ‘at ease in Zior’ 
church members, saved and un- 
saved who need this constraining 
presentation of their duties, their 
obligations, their privileges. 

“I read the book through in one 
sitting, (It searched my soul, my 
life, my motives.) The careful, 
prayertul reading of it is sure to 
lead to a rededication of all. life to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. (We preach- 
ers should delve into it first. We 
should then move Heaven and earth 
to pass it around among all of our 
people. ) 

“Everything John Rice writes is 
readable. This book is unusually 
so. Every chapter is eminently 
worthwhile. My own heart was 
especially stirred by the chapters on 
LUKEWARMNESS, on THE 
CURSE OF HIDDEN SINS, on 
BREAK UP 
GROUND. 


“Indeed and indeed I am gratetul 
to the Lord for both author and 
‘book. (Without any reservation, I 


every one everywhere. ) 
Hyman J. Appelman” 

Here is the effect we covet for 
this book—that thousands more of 
you will read it at one sitting, find- 
ing your hearts moved, your life 
and motives examined in the 
searchine illuminating light of 
these Spirit-anointed sermons, and 
with a resulting rededication that 
brings multitudes back to clos 
communion with God. 

There are 12 long chapters, near- 
ly 100,000 words. It is bound in 
orange colored cloth with pictured 
purple and yellow jacket. This is 
a book you will be proud to own. 


It’s Our 10th Anniversary-- 


YOUR FALLOW 


it unhesitatingly to ' 


And it is FREE to you. Just send » 


two one-year subscriptions at $1 
each; and this béok will be sent as 
a free premium. We hope you will 
be one of the hundreds who. will 


send ten subscriptions each and re-— 


ceive five of these lovely books for 
gifts. 


Send your 


Hale St., Wheaton Illinois. 


ven out of the hundred are doing 
well.” That was five or six years 
after the revival. If that first minis- 
ter had been horiest he would have 
told me that the moment they got 
those young converts in . they 
thought it was a good time to move 
out of a poor neighborhood into 
the aristocratic part of the city. 
The church spilt, and he not only 
lost the young converts, but the 
old ones, too, and the church went 
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CHRISTIAN CITIZENSHIP 
VERSUS THE NEW DEAL 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


Christians ought to vote. “The 
powers that be are ordained of 
God” says Romans 13:1, so God 
has ordained human government 
as divine institution. David, Sam- 
uel, Daniel, Joseph, were in gov- 
ernment positions and were great 
Christians. So were Gladstone, 
Washington, Lincoln, Wilson, Bry- 
an. Christians ought to take citi- 
zenship as a holy responsibility 


patriotically and _ intelligently. 
Preachers ought to be careful not 
todivide -churches over Strictly 
partizan issues, but there is good 
reason for ministers of the gospel 
to speak out on great moral issues, 
like those in the present president- 
ial election. So I must say why I 
vote against the New Deal, as a 
vote against immorality and a 
vote for righteousness; a _ vote 
against irreligion and for Christ- 
ianity. 

1. I must vote against the New 
Deal because it represents vicious, 
criminal political machines in big 
cities, The Nash-Kelly machine in 
Chicago, the Tammany Hall ma- 
chine in New York, Boss Hague in 
New Jersey—without them Roose- 
velt could not be elected. Without 
his support in federal patronage 
they would have died. In each of 
those three states strong moral 
forces put in Republican governors, 
gave no state political jobs and 
support to these machinés, but they 
were kept alive by President Roo- 
sevelt with federal jobs and money. 
The evil Prendergast machine in 
Kansas City put Senater Truman, 
New. Deal vice-presidential can- 
didate in the senate, from a small 
judgeship. Prendergast went to jail 
for his corruption in government 
and other crimes, is now out on 
parole, wants Truman elected. I do 
not. I must vote against the crim- 
inal. bosses who are an _ essential 
part of the New Deal and Roose- 
velt politics. 

2. I must vote against the P. A. 
C., the Political Action Committee 
headed by Sidney Hillman, con- 
trolied by communists, who would 


man outspoken against commu- 
nism to be nominated for: vice- 
president on the Democratic ticket. 
America is in the greatest danger 
from communism in our history. 
The influence of communism over 
New Deal appointees is tremen- 
dous, Labor unions are made up 
largely of good Americans, but la- 
bor leaders are too largely radical, 
against the American way of life. 
Many strongest labor leaders are 
communists. I want them to have 
freedom in America but I do not 
want them controlling the presi- 
dency. A vote against the New 
Deal is a vote against communism, 
as a fearfully dangerous influence 
over the government. All Commu- 
nists are for the New Deal and 
Roosevelt and say so. I am against 
-them and say so and vote so. 


3. I must vote against the govern- 
ment by a beaurocratic despotism. 
I am against having three million 
Americans on the federal pay roll 
and so influencing their vote. I am 
against the spendthrift waste of 
billions of the people’s money by 
the New Deal, which gets votes 
but saddles debts on unborn gener- 
ations, debts that threaten the safe- 
ty of our government. I am against 
packing the Supreme Court to get 
judges who will nullify the con- 
stitution and pervert the laws pass- 
ed by congress. I am against put- 
ting a tailor or housewife in jail 


Have You Lost 
a Laved One? 


for putting cuffs on trousers, or a 
grocer for slicing bread, or a pro- 
duce man for selling chickens chea- 
per than a New Deal boss says he 
may. In other words I am against 
rule by bosses appointed by radi- 
cals, because I am for a government. 
by laws made by the representa- 
tives of the people. Hence I must 
be against the New Deal, 

4. I must vote against the liquor 
interests of the New Deal. I must 
vote against the administration 
that sent Farley to Texas to bring 
pressure to get the Texas state dry 
law—the Dean law— repealed; that 
sold federal liquor licenses to Tex- 
as bootleggers in my city, Dallas; 
that put millions of tax money in- 
to building whiskey distilleries : in 
the Virgin Islands; that ships beer 
to all army camps whether there 
is room for enough ammunition or 
not. The liquor interests want the 
New Deal again. I do not want it 
for the same reason they do want 
it. 

5. I must vote against the pres- 
ent tendericy against Christianity 
in government. Missionaries denied 
visas by our state department to go 
into South America while everyone 


else may go who has business; 
evangelists denied gasoline for le- 
gitimate travel, (and by explicit 
orders from New Deal headquar- 
ters), until recently; chaplains dis- | 
charged or forced fo resign from | 
navy or army because they woul 

supervise dances, serve drinks nor 
advise how to commit adultery 
without getting venereal diseases; 
best radio channels closed to 
Christian broadcasts. I must vote 
against the drinking in. the White 
House, 
Lady that girls should learn how 
much..liquor they can carry, the 
shameful divorces of the White 
House children. I must vote against 
the “wine women and song” advice 
of Tugwell, the atheism of a large 
proportion of top New Deal ap- 
pointees, the gambling and profan- 
ity that have become famous. I 
would like to see the same stand- 
ard of morality and dignity and 
Christian living and\ speech . in 
the White House that England de- 


the advice of the First 


manded and got in her Bucking- 
ham palace. 

Prayerfully, patriotically, for 
moral and Christian reasons as I 
see them, I must vote against the 
New Deal and President Roosevelt, 
and for Governor Dewey. PRAY 
AND THEN VOTE! Not to pray 
would be a sin. Not to vote if you 
can vote would be sin, also, Pray 
and vote as a Christian! 


REVI 
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to pieces. 

I believe that if we ask God for 
a real work He won’t give us a 
count<rfeit. If we ask God for bread 
'He isn’t going to give us a stone. 
If we have counterfeit dollars there 
must be genuine dollars some- 
where; and if there are counterfeit 
revivals—and the devil tries to 
counterfeit everything—we are not 
going to give up the real ones. Peo- 
ple stretch their necks and say, 
“Where are the people converted: 
in that great revival?” I don’t 
know; but I do know that they are 
not going to go around to your 
house and ring the front door bell 
and tell you where they are. If you 
set your face against revivals you 
are the last person they will come 
to. 


The Skeptic And The 
Missionary 


Some men in London, who had 
returned from India, gave a dinner 
party. Among others who were in- 
vited were a wealthy merchant, who 
was a skeptic; and a foreign mis- 
sionary. During the dinner party 
they brought up the question of 
native converts, and the English 
merchant -turned up his nose and 
said: “I have lived in India for 
twenty years, but I have heard 
more about native converts in Lon- 
don than I ever heard in India. I 
never saw one native convert all 
the years I was there.” The guests 
looked for a: reply from the foreign 
missionary, but he said nothing 
until later in the évening, when he 
turned to this man and said, “Did 
you ever see any tigers in India?” 
The merchant’s face lit up at once. 
“Oh yes,” he said, “I have not only 
seen them, but I have shot a good 
many.” “That is strange,” said the 
missionary, “I have been in India 
for twenty years and I have never 
seen a tiger.” One had been looking 
for tigers and the other for con- 
verts. You generally get what you 
look for. I was on the Pacific coast 
for six months, and I didn’t go to 
a place where I didn’t meet people 
who had been converted in Boston, 
in the Hippodrome in New York, 
jand in Agricultural: Hall or Hay- 
market Theatre or Campbell Hall 
in London. Everywhere I found 
| ministers, deacons, elders, or Sab- 
bath-school workers, who had been 
converted in places where I had 
been. I could doubt my existence 
as easily as I could doubt that God 


sales 


Some people have an idea that 
where a great number are brought 
out at one time they are 
not so healthy. I don’t believe a 
word of it. If one or two come into 
the church the minister never 
thinks of preparing a whole ser- 
mon for them. But let him take 
in one hndred young converts and 
he will get up»sermon. after sepRpon 
to build up those young ¢onverts 
in the faith. Not only that, but it 
will make such a stir that every 
member of the church will be ‘in- 
terested in helping them. 


Our Need For A Revival 


I come to another point, and 
that is our need. When God has 
revived His work there has always 
been great need; it is darkest just 
before the dawn. I think it is get- 
ting very dark. If I should live ten 
thousand years I couldn’t- be a 
pessimist. I haven’t any more doubt 
about the final outcome of things 
than I have of my existence. I 
believe Jesus is going te sway His 
sceptre to the ends of the earth, 
and that the time is coming when 
God’s will is to be done on earth 
as it is done in heaven. I believe the 
time is coming when every knee 
will bow and every tongue confess 
Christ. I am no pessimist, and I 
am not under the juniper tree, 
either. If I look on the dark side 
it is to stir you up and get you to 
fighting. But it is getting dark; 
there is no doubt about that. Paul 
says in his second letter to Timo-. 
thy: “This know also, that in the 
last days perilous times shall come. 
For men shall be lovers of their 
own selves.” Is not that true to- 
day? Lovers of their own selves. 
Deny it if-you can. “Covetous, 
boasters, proud, blasphemers, dis- 
obedient to parents, unthankful, 
unholy.” Now listen. “Without na- 
tural affection, truce-breakers, false 
accusers, incontinent, fierce, de- 
spisers of those that are good.” For 
a year that saying has been ringing 
through the nation, “Remember 
the Maine.” Less than three hun- 
dred men lost their lives on the 
Maine, but every twenty-four hours 


three hundred men go down to 


drunkards’ graves in this country. 
"Void of natural affection.” I 


outright than take five years to 
kill me by drink. That is what is 
going on in. this country all the 
time. Instead of , “Remem- 
[ber the Maine,” I think you would 


would rather have a son kill me 


and rise up and put down the 
devilish traffic. In four years there 
were thirty-eight thousand five 
hundred and twelve murders in the 
United States, and in the same 
length of time England had less 
than six hundred. Lynching is un- 
known in the old country, and we 
are having lynchings by the scores 
and hundreds. Last year we had 
twenty-five thousand divorces. See 
how the Sabbath breaking is in- 
creasing, and dishonesty is growing 
in® business. Look at the bank 
presidents and cashiers who are in 
our jails and prisons. Do we not 
need a reformation? Hasn’t the 
time come for the children of God 
to cry out, O God, revive Thy 
work? 


The Gospel And Its Counter- 
: feits 

Another idea that is very preva- 
lent, is that people will not hear the 
old Gospel, and that the old Gos-.| 
pel has lost some of it® power, I 
don’t believe one word of it. There 
is a lot of stuff that men call the 
Gospel that has no more Gospel 
in it than there is wheat in saw- 
dust, but some people don’t seem 
to know the difference. I heard 
some time ago of a young wife who 
had a certain amount given her 
every week, from which she was to 
pay all the household bills and 
keep an account. After a few 
months the husband said, “Darling, 
I will stay at home this evening, 
and we will look over the accounts 
and see how we are getting along.” 
They looked them over carefully, 
and he saw that every week she had 
balanced her accounts by charging 
something to “G.K.W.” The hus- 
band began to wonder who this 
man was, and asked, “Who is this 
G.K.W.?” She replied that she 
could never balance the account, 
so she always put something down 
to “Goodness knows what.” When 
we hear some people preach, we 
have to put down, “G.K.W.—good- 
ness knows what.” You don’t know 
what they are talking about, but 
you are certain it is not the Gospel. 
If you put the old Gospel straight 
and square, it has as much effect 
as it ever had. It is a false idea that 
epeople want a new kind of gospel 
and that the preaching has lost 
its power. Man is the same as he 
has been for six thousand. years. 
Sin. leaped into the world full 
grown. The first born of woman 
was a murderer. ‘We are a bad 
lot; and what you want is to tell 
then so—not flatter them and tell 
them how angelic they are because 
they have some education. An edu- 
cated rascal is the meanest kind of 
a rascal. 

Last winter I preached on sin in 
the Mormon Tabernacle in Salt 
Lake City to an audience of seven 
thousand people, and the whole 
crowd rose—Mormons and Gentiles 
—to say they wanted to break with 
sin. The same result followed in 
an audience of young men at De- 
troit, and again among the students 
in Yale. Another Sunday I preach- 
ed in Maryland Penitentiary. There 
is a variety—Mormons, merchants 
and clerks, students and convicts. 
When I finished preaching against 


were weeping and asking to be 
prayed for. There were four Sun- 
days, different kinds of people— 
don’t tell me that the Gospel has 
lost its power and that men_ need 
any different *kind of preaching. 
What we want is to cry down sin 
and lift up Jesus Christ, God’s 
remedy for sin, and we will find 
that the Gospel has as much power 
to save men as ever. 

I believe that you can go into 
almost any audience in America 
and ask those who have been con- 
verted in the time of a revival to 
rise, and four-fifths of the church 
members will stand up. I have tried 
it over and over again, and I have 
yet to find one place where it is 
not so. 


not only converts, but keeps. 


‘better cry, “Remember whiskey,” 
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hopeful signs 
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our 


is that there has 
come a hush on the meetings dur- 
ing the last six months that I have- 
n’t seen for a number of years. God 
is. coming very near us. I believe 
we are on the eve of a mighty work 
if we will just rise and claim it. 

Another hopeful sign 
there has never been such a de- 
mand for Bibles in the history of 
this world as there has been during 
the last three years. It is said of 
Martin Luther’s day that his books 
and pamphlets and the truth of 
his preaching dropped down on the 
nation and were scattered by the 
angels. It seems as if the angels of 
God were just moving in a marvel- 
ous way and people are going back 
to the Old Beok. Last winter in 
Chicago, Mr. Newell, the assistant 
superintendent of the Bible In- 
stitute, held Bible classes in five 
‘sections of the city, and the aver- 
age attendance from October to 
"May was over six thousand peo- 
ple. This summer he has been hold- 
ing similar classes in London, and 
five thousand people have attended 
through June and July. I believe 
when God has revived His work, 
people are going back to the Book. 
People are tired and sick of this 
awful controversy. Sam Jones’ mot- 
to has been “Quit your meanness”; 
I hope the motto of the ministers 
of this country will be 
fighting and go to work, and preach 
the simple Gospel.” The question 
“Shall we have a great and 
mighty harvest, or shall we go on 
differences?” I 
before I go hence, to 
see the whole church of God quick- 
ened as it was in ’57, and a Gospel 
wave going from Maine to Califor- 
nia that shall sweep thousands into 
the kingdom of God. Why not? 
Talk about this work not lasting; 
Pentecost is not over yet. Some 
of the best men we have in our 
churches were brought out in ’57. 
Why shouldn’t we have in the clos- 
ing year of this old century a great 
shaking up and a mighty wave 
from Heaven? Is there anything 
to hinder? Are you doing anything 
to hinder it? 


is that 


::Quit your 


sin men all ower those audiences| 


J. Stratton Shufelt 
Available For “Song 
And Story”’ Dates 
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Saved?” 


life to the gospel work. In some 
cases he will bring an evangelistic 
message. Always he will aim to 
stir revival fires, to lead people 
to consecration of everything to 
God for service after they are saved. 
He will give out free copies of the 
booklet “What Must I Do To Be 
and take sub- 
scriptions to this paper. For himself 
he would expect simply a freewill 
offering. 

Mr. Shufelt has a great voice. He 
sings with power and fervor. He 
was for eight years choir and 
young people’s director of Moody 
Church, Chicago. He has sung in 47 
states of the union, Canada, 
England, Ireland and Scotland. I 
believe his. coming will be a great 
blessing. 
Dates open are from Nov. 28 to 
Jan. 13 

Those interested may write Rev. 
J. Stratton Shufelt, 330 East Union, 


to all, 


Wheaton, Il. 
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